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Maritime Law Training at the University of Southampton
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I learned from the class that the process of explaining the

problems to the Club Members and the procedure to solve

the problems was as important as the result.
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| attended the Maritime Law Short Course at the Universi-
ty of Southampton in the UK from 21 August to 8 Septem-
ber of this year. This is an intensive course designed for
adult students to learn the contents of an LL.M.(Masters
of Law) in three weeks. University students normally take
a year to complete LL.M courses so the 3-week program
is extremely intensive. As part of the course, the main
elements of English Law relating to maritime claims are
taught. Many people from all over the world who are
employed by shipping companies, law firms, insurance
companies and P&l Clubs attend the course every year as
there are not many courses like this available. Japan P&l
Club has sent staff to the course every year as part of our
training and development program.

Each day of the course consists of six 60-minutes classes
which run from 9.30am to 6pm at regular intervals. It was
hard for me to concentrate for the entirety of on the long
academic lectures given in English. One of the profes-
sors would call on a student out of the blue for a reply to
his question. | looked at him only when | knew the right
answer and looked down at other times, although | once
confidently shouted out a completely wrong answer!

The professors usually give lectures in each class, ex-
cept for ‘case study’ classes which we had once every
week. In the class, students apply key knowledge they
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| had a great time at the farewell party with classmates.
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have learned during the week. At the beginning of the
class, the professor explains a scenario in which an ac-
cident has occurred and poses questions to the students.
The students are then split into three groups. Each group
discusses the topic in separate rooms for an hour and
comes up with an answer to the question. Then, they pre-
sent their answers to the others back in the classroom. In
each case, a correct and concrete answer may not exist.
Being Japanese, | found this strange at first. However, |
later understood that exploring the problems and con-
sidering the possible ways to solve them was part of the
significance of the training. It was an eye opening experi-
ence. There is not always a correct answer to actual mari-
time claims, especially to charter party disputes. | learned
from the class that the process of explaining the prob-
lems to the Club Members and the procedure to solve the
problems was as important as the result.

I managed to complete the hard three-week intensive
course. With nice and cheerful classmates, it was even
enjoyable. We had a great time at the farewell party until
late at night. | would like to make the most of the knowl-
edge and experience | gained in the course in order to
improve Japan P&l Club’s claim handling service for our
members.
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